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The following report is to clarify the scope and impact of the issues raised in recent 
Chronicle of
Higher Education 
articles. This report details the steps being taken by Adams State to review and
resolve the serious concerns related to these courses. Each section below addresses the specific issues
cited in paragraph 5 of the letter dated January 28, 2015, from the Higher Learning Commission’s Dr.
Mary Vanis, Vice President for Accreditation Relations. The report was written and reviewed by
various members of a committee established by President Svaldi. Committee members included the
following:
Dr. David Svaldi, President
Dr. Michael Mumper, Senior Vice President for Enrollment Management/Program Development
Dr. Frank Novotny, Vice President for Academic Affairs
Margaret Doell, Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs
Bill Mansheim, Vice President for Finance and Government Relations
Dr. Matt Nehring, Chair of Chemistry, Computer Science and Mathematics
Judy Phillips, Assistant Vice President for Extended Studies  Operations
Walter Roybal, Assistant Vice President for Extended Studies  Academics
Julie Waechter, Assistant to the President for Communications

_________________________________________________________________
“The report should also provide evidence of the institution’s practices related to
student verification and security of testing and evaluation protocols, proctor
selection and test administration protocol…….”
HLC Policy FDCR.A.10.050Practices for Verification of Student Identity
HLC Guidelines:
HLC requires that institutions verify the identity of students who participate in courses or programs
provided through distance or correspondence education. HLC guidelines state that the institution may
use a variety of approaches to verify student identity, which may include (1) secure login and pass
code; (2) proctored examinations; and (3) new or other technologies and practices that are effective in
verifying the identity of students. Additionally, if the method by which the institution verifies student
identity will incur a cost to the student (such as a fee for a proctored exam) the institution must disclose
that cost to the student at the time of registration or enrollment. The institution must also demonstrate
that it is making reasonable efforts to protect student privacy in verifying student identity.

Adams State University Policy and Practice Related to HLC Policy FDCR.A.10.050:
In order to verify the identity of students, while making reasonable efforts to protect student privacy per
FERPA, ASU has developed policy and procedure that students must follow in order to create, or reset,
their student username and password. Upon admission or registration, students are provided a
communication to set up their original student account. This information instructs them to access an
online portal using their student ID and an access code or token number provided to them in the
communication. Once the portal is accessed, the student reads and signs electronically an Acceptable
Use Policy. See 
Appendix 8
for Acceptable Use Policy. Once this is done, the system allows them to
create an account and provides a username and password. In order to reset an account in the instance of
a forgotten password, students must reset their token number to start the process over
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by contacting authorized personnel at either the campus student One Stop Service Center or ASU’s IT
help desk.
ASU has established a system wherein students are issued a unique 9digit student identification
number, known as a “900 number,” when they are enrolled in classes at Adams State. This number is to
be used by the student, and on student records, in order to minimize exposure of a student’s social
security number.
If the student forgets their username or student ID number, they must provide their date of birth and last
four digits of their social security number to obtain their student ID number and reset their account.
FERPA regulation stipulates that a student is not required to provide social security number
information when registering for classes. Students that have opted out of providing their social security
number must provide date of birth and permanent address information as a means of identification
verification. ASU Computing Services staff are researching the costs of implementing a "security" or
"secret" question system similar to those used on banking sites to further enhance student identity
privacy and the security of our system. We are also investigating the use of twofactor authentication,
such as texting to a cell phone in our system or emailing to a separate recovery email address to further
deter unauthorized access. Only authorized ASU personnel are allowed to reset student accounts.
During the password resetting process, ASU logs the activity of authorized personnel to assess how
many times certain individuals reset accounts and the dates and times that the reset occurred.
Authorized personnel are routinely reviewed to ensure validity of their authorization. Employees
leaving ASU employment are purged from the system at the time of their separation of employment.
Given our current protocols and proposed enhancements, it is still important to understand that if the
actual student conspires to commit fraud with a third party by willingly and knowingly providing them
with their personal information, technical safeguards can only provide a limited level of system
integrity. As evidenced through the ASU Extended Studies registration forms, all students are required
to adhere to a Statement of Certification when they submit their registration forms. This Statement of
Certification addresses consequences for failure to provide current and accurate information, as well as
for fraudulently completing the form as someone else. Reference 
Appendix 9
for a copy of the content
of the online registration form, which includes the Statement of Certification toward the bottom of the
page.
Related Appendices:
Appendix 8: ASU Acceptable Use Policy
Appendix 9: ASU Extended Studies Online Registration Form
ASU Testing Security, Evaluation Protocols, Proctor Selection and Test Administration
Protocols:
The Office of Extended Studies takes exam processing and academic integrity very seriously. The
department operates with clear exam policies and continuously reviews policies and procedures to
maintain the highest possible level of academic integrity. Examinations within the distance learning
environment create some unique challenges and at the same time allow for the use of technology to
improve test administration. Since the department offers courses in printbased correspondence and
online, it is necessary to have specific processes for each delivery mode, as summarized in current
policies, procedures, and processes for the two delivery methods below:
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PrintBased Correspondence:
The Office of Extended Studies serves as a processing center for the delivery of examinations which
require live proctoring and administration. Exams are stored in a secure location within the department
which have, at minimum, four security measures of access. These include outside entryway security,
departmental entry security, file room security, and file cabinet security. All of these security measures
require access by key assigned to appropriate staff. Exams are secured with limited access to two staff
members within the Extended Studies department. These two staff members are continuously
monitored to ensure integrity of exams is maintained at a high level. In addition to the file cabinet
containing hard copies of exams, the department also maintains a shared directory of the exams in
electronic format with limited access to the same staff members who have access to the hard copies of
the exams. Access to these files is also secured by password and continuously monitored.
The Office of Extended Studies maintains an exam database to track exam requests from the point of
submission through the completion of the exam. The database includes the student’s name, the proctor
information, request dates, processing dates, certification dates, and any unusual issues within the exam
process. This database is used to verify exam certificates completed by the proctor; any abnormalities
are presented to the instructor of the course. Recent changes in processing resulted in completed exam
request forms and proctor certificate documents being scanned and attached to the student’s file in the
student information system. The Office of Extended Studies provides support through the process by
providing the instructor with information on file related to the exam and exam request. Identified
integrity issues with the proctor or proctor certificate result in notification to the instructor for the
course. The instructor is responsible for initial penalties, according to the academic integrity statement
posted in their course syllabus. Proctor integrity issues are noted in the exam database to prevent the
use of these proctors for future exams. See 
Appendix 10
for a sample syllabus template reflecting a
required academic integrity statement. Penalties can include failure of an assignment and/or possible
failure of the course. Students are notified of the examination process through Guidelines for Proctored
Exams found in their course. Reference 
Appendix 11
. In addition, the Office of Extended Studies
website provides information on exam processing in Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) found in
Appendix 12
and in Course General Instructions found in 
Appendix 13.The flowchart in 
Appendix 14
further details the exam request process.
Online Courses Proctoring and Exams:
Exams offered online through the Office of Extended Studies are hosted in Blackboard. Instructors are
required to complete an online training course, TEED 589  From the Classroom to the Web, prior to
developing and offering courses. Please reference 
Appendix 15
for a copy of TEED 589 course
syllabus. The training course provides the potential instructor with useful tools and tips on how to
develop exams (assessments) within the online environment. Some of the methods used to curb
plagiarism or issues of academic dishonesty are to randomize test questions, utilize the timed exam
features, utilize Kryterion Konnect or Kryterion Online Proctoring Solution, and use antiplagiarism
software such as Turnitin.com.
Courses which require proctoring are facilitated in two ways. First, the instructor can opt to utilize the
live proctoring process used in printbased correspondence courses. This requires the instructor to
provide Guidelines for Proctored Exams within their course and to provide the student with exam
request forms to be downloaded, printed, completed, and submitted to the Office of Extended Studies
for processing. The second option is to utilize online proctoring through Kryterion Konnect or
Kryterion Online Proctoring Solution. Both of these online proctoring tools require the student to meet
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system requirements and to utilize a web camera and microphone. When an instructor utilizes these
proctoring programs, the instructor is required to disclose the system requirements and proctoring costs
on the first page of the course syllabus. In addition, the Office of Extended Studies identifies courses
with this requirement on the website and indicates there are hardware requirements and a fee for the
proctoring of exams. This is done to maintain transparency with the student and to allow the student
ample time to prepare to meet the requirement. Below is a summary of the key features of each of the
online proctoring tools:
Kryterion Konnect:
● Student is required to go through a 4 step set up with Kryterion before taking their first exam.
o Student is required to test equipment.
o Student is required to download and install Sentinal Secure, Kryterion’s lockdown
browser.
o Student enters their biometric profile. The student will be prompted to type his/her
name 5 to 8 times for Keystroke Analysis and will be prompted to take his/her image
for Facial Recognition.
o Student is required to preschedule their exam.
● At exam time, the student is required to enter their biometric information.
● Student’s browser will be locked down.
● A trained Kryterion proctor will observe the student while testing.
● The exam session is recorded.
● The proctor sends alerts if the student exhibits aberrant behavior.
● Instructor can access the exam session recording through Blackboard.
Kryterion Online Proctoring Solution:
● Student is required to establish online account with Kryterion.
● Kryterion utilizes trained proctors from a central location to observe and administer the online
exams. Student is required to show a government issued ID before starting an exam as a
primary form of authentication.
● An image of the government issued ID is recorded.
● Student is required to respond to 4 multiple choice, unique, personal questions generated
randomly by ACXIOM’s national database as a secondary level of authentication.
● Exams are password protected, and only the proctor can provide access to the exam.
● Before exam begins, the proctor takes over the student’s desktop to input the password and then
hands the desktop back to the student for testing.
● If the proctor notices aberrant behavior during an exam s/he warns the student to stop the
behavior, and notes the aberrant behavior in the exam session report.
● If the student opens another browser to search for answers, the proctor will take a screenshot
and tell the student to go back to the exam. These screenshots become part of the exam session
report.
● Instructor gets a written report 24 hours after the exam session ends.

Next Steps:
As the undergraduate distance learning program at ASU grew over the years, continuous review and
change of exam proctoring policies and procedures have taken place to address new ways students
exercise academic dishonesty. The list of suitable proctors has been updated to exclude the use of
athletic administrators, athletic coaches, and assistant coaches. Both the Mathematic and English
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departments have instituted required proctored assignments and/or exams and the use of antiplagiarism
software such as Turnitin.com in their courses. The requirements of these departments are detailed in
Appendix 16
.
On January 15, 2015, as a result of the recent allegation in the 
Chronicle of Higher Education
, Adams
State University froze all printbased correspondence courses for all students except those in the prison
college program (students in the prison college program are required to provide their prison ID number
and are required to utilize correctional education officials for exam proctoring). Students currently
enrolled in the courses are allowed to finish them; however, all instructors have been notified of the
change and, to make sure they increase their awareness of students enrolled in the courses, to identify
issues of academic dishonesty in the courses. 
Since the freeze in printbased correspondence courses,
Adams State has instituted an authorization process to allow for hardship consideration for exceptional
individual cases. Students who can demonstrate a barrier to access to higher education and can address
how they will maintain academic integrity in the printbased course are reviewed on a casebycase
bases. Students requesting the authorization are required to submit an authorization request form which
must be signed by the student and approved by their academic advisor and the designee from the Office
of Academic Affairs. Please reference 
Appendix 17
for a copy of the press release from January 15,
2015, and a copy of the authorization request from.
In addition to this measure, Adams State will take the next several months to review policies and
procedures and to develop academic integrity standards that the printbased courses must meet before
they can be offered to the general public again. Some of ideas being considered include:
● Continuing to restrict enrollment to incarcerated student enrollment only.
● Restrict facetoface proctoring to Adams State University verified testing centers only.
● Establish process of identity verification with profile matching of ASU data for offsite,
facetoface proctoring.
● Institute online or facetoface proctoring in all general education English and Mathematics
courses, along with exam randomization.
● Require added layers of student verification at the point of registration and at various stages of
course completion.
● Explore additional online proctoring products which provide added layers of student
authentication and verification.
● Consult with experts in distance learning to review processes and to align them with best
practices in the industry. This consultation will take place within the next 6 to 9 months. See
Appendix 18
for the consultation proposal.
● Coordinate a site visit from the Colorado Department of Higher Education on March 34, 2015,
to review policies and procedures related to the 
Chronicle of Higher Education
articles. See
Appendix 7.

Related Appendices:
Appendix 7:
Dr. Svaldi Letter dated February 5, 2015
Appendix 10:PrintBased Correspondence Syllabus Template
Appendix 11:Guidelines for Proctored Exams
Appendix 12:ASU Extended Studies FAQ
Appendix 13:Extended Studies Course General Instructions
Appendix 14:Exam Request Flowchart
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Appendix 15
: Syllabus: TEED 589 From the Classroom to the Web
Appendix 16:English and Math Department Policy Letters
Appendix 17
: Authorization for PrintBased Correspondence Courses through ASU Extended Studies
Appendix 18
: Consultation Proposal
________________________________________________________________________________
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“The report should also provide evidence of the institution’s practices related
to…….the academic content and integrity of the courses to ensure currency of the
content and appropriateness of the evaluation protocols; the appropriateness of
the credit hour assignments related to these courses; and a review of the quality
of the online and correspondence courses and how they align with the
University’s policies related to transfer of credits and articulation with other
institutions.”
Overview:
Assuring the rigor of academic content and integrity of all courses at ASU is paramount to provide
ASU students and graduates with an academic experience and degree that is current and relevant, as
well as to meet ASU’s mission to educate, serve, and inspire our diverse populations in the pursuit of
their lifelong dreams and ambitions.
In order to ensure the consistent quality of ASU’s courses and programs, distance courses are modeled
after the corresponding oncampus courses. The review processes, described later, includes a review
and approval by Extended Studies personnel, a review and approval by Department Chair of the content
area who is considered a subject matter expert, and also a review and approval by the Assistant Vice
President of Academic Affairs (prior to January 2014, the review as done by the Vice President of
Academic Affairs). While labor intensive, the process is in place to ensure to the best of our abilities
that distance courses have the same learning outcomes and rigor as our oncampus courses.

OnCampus Course Creation Process:
The courses discussed in the article (along with all other general education and required courses for a
degree) are developed for distance courses based on the oncampus course. Oncampus courses are
developed by the respective department and sent to the Curriculum Review Committee (CRC) for
review under Academic Policy 1000801 Curriculum: New Course Approval & Course Changes,
referenced in 
Appendix 19
. If the course meets general education requirements, the department that
delivers the general education course is responsible for ensuring that the institutional syllabus aligns
with the goals for general education. The department is responsible for ensuring that individual
instructor syllabi align with the approved institutional syllabus including type and level of evaluation of
students. The institutional syllabi for all general education courses are reviewed and approved by both
the CRC and the General Education Coordinating Committee (GECC) to ensure student learning
outcomes, course content and align with, and measure goals for, general education at Adams State
University.

Current Extended Studies Process:
The Extended Studies review process starts with completion of a course initiation form, 
Appendix 20,
which must be completed by a potential instructor who is interested in teaching an ASU online or
correspondence course. The Department Chair from the relevant oncampus department reviews the
proposed course description, student learning outcomes, and course requirements, as well as the
credentials of the interested party.
If approved, the potential instructor is notified of the course and credential approvals and is sent the
guidelines for course development, printbased or online course templates, and a copy of the CRC
approved institutional syllabi for the course. Reference 
Appendix 21
for guidelines for course
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development and templates. Instructors who teach online are required to enroll in and successfully
complete the TEED 589  From the Classroom to the Web training course. Reference 
Appendix 15
for
a copy of the TEED 589 From the Classroom to the Web course syllabus.
The instructor works with the quality assurance unit of Extended Studies to develop the course. If the
course will be offered online, the Academic Instructional Technology Center (AITC) provides
Blackboard technical support. Upon completion of course development by the potential instructor,
AITC conducts an online course review based on best practices as defined by the WICHE Cooperative
for Educational Technologies (WCET). These best practices were developed by the eight regional
accrediting commissions in response to the emergence of technologically mediated instruction offered
at a distance as an important component of higher education. Reference 
Appendix 22
for a copy of the
QA Online Checklist. The quality assurance unit works with AITC and the instructor to resolve any
issues identified through the checklist process. Once the initial course creation is reviewed and
approved by the quality assurance unit of Extended Studies, a hardcopy is sent to the Department Chair
of the appropriate academic department to review the course for appropriateness of content, quality,
rigor, student learning outcomes, overall course structure, etc. The Chair reviews the course, with the
option to send the course back for further revisions, to approve the course through her/his signature, or
reject the course. Once the Chair approves the course, it is routed for review and approval to the
Director of Quality Assurance in Extended Studies, the Assistant Vice President for Extended Studies
Academics, the Assistant Vice President for Academic Affairs, and finally to the Extended Studies
Operations Manager for Distance Learning. After the last signature, the course is approved for three
years from the date of approval. After three years, the course will be reviewed and revised by the
instructor and put through the process again. Course approvals are tracked on a database managed by
the quality assurance unit to ensure the instructor is appropriately notified at the requested time of
revision and reapproval. Any major changes to the course prior to the three year renewal date
constitutes an early review and reapproval following the same protocols. The complete process from
course development to course approval for distance courses is provided in 
Appendix 23
.
To ensure that ASU degree offerings are current and relevant, academic programs undergo a fiveyear
program review on a rotating basis in accordance with Academic Policy 1000805 Curriculum:
Program Reviews (See 
Appendix 24
). The program review follows the CRC program review
guidelines found in 
Appendix 25
.

HLC Policy FDRC.A.10.020: Assignment of Credits, Program Length, and Tuition:
Federal and HLC Guidelines:
Federal Credit Hour Definition: A credit hour is an amount of work represented in intended learning
outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement that is an institutionallyestablished
equivalency that reasonably approximates not less than:
(1) one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of outofclass
student work each week for approximately 15 weeks for one semester or trimester hour of credit, or 10
to 12 weeks for one quarterhour of credit, or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of
time; or (2) at least an equivalent amount of work as required in paragraph (1) of this definition for
other activities as established by an institution, including laboratory work, internships, practica, studio
work, and other academic work leading toward to the award of credit hours. 34CFR 600.2 (11/1/2010)
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Commission Review: The Commission shall review the assignment of credit hours, program length,
and tuition in conjunction with a comprehensive evaluation for reaffirmation of accreditation during the
Commission’s assurance process. The Commission may sample or use other techniques to review
specific institutional programs to ensure it has reviewed reliability and accuracy of the institution’s
assignment of credit. The Commission shall monitor, through its established monitoring processes, the
resolution of any concerns identified during that evaluation with regard to the awarding of academic
credit, program length, or tuition, and shall require that an institution remedy any deficiency in this
regard by a date certain, but not to exceed two years from the date of the action identifying the
deficiency.

Adams State University Policy and Practice Related to HLC Policy FDCR.A.10.020:
Pursuant to HLC and Federal requirement FDRC.A.10.020, Adams State University’s policy and
practice for the assignment and award of credit hours associated with the undergraduate courses
referenced in the 
Chronicle
article conform to commonly accepted practices in higher education.
Adams State’s Academic Policy 1000902 outlines the number of credit hours required to earn a
baccalaureate degree. Reference 
Appendix 26.ASU Academic Policy 1000512 details guidelines for
credit hour assignment of online and hybrid courses in order to align with Colorado Commission on
Higher Education recommendations. Reference 
Appendix 27
.
Credit awarded for courses delivered in

different instructional modes, such as printbased and online courses, are comparable to courses
delivered in a traditional, sitebased format in course requirements, student learning outcomes
expectations, type and level of student evaluation, and time commitments.
The specific number of course credit hours is established as part of the course creation process within a
program. Faculty members make credithour recommendations based on course requirements, student
learning outcomes, and time commitments, to their department Chair. 
After the Chair approves the
course, including the credithour recommendations, the ASU Curriculum Review Committee evaluates
proposed courses and programs to ensure they meet the credit and contacthour requirements, along
with other requirements. Reference ASU Academic Policy 1000801 in 
Appendix 19
.
Courses are evaluated based on the policy and the State requirement of 750 minutes of contact/seat time
per credit hour 
(for labs, studios, field instruction, etc.
, it is 23 times that). Reference 
Appendix 28
,
starting on page 8 for state requirements. Printbased courses have the same learning outcomes as
facetoface courses or online. In print correspondence courses, content is reviewed to ensure that the
students must produce the equivalent amount of assessed work as through online and facetoface
classes.

Next Steps:
In reviewing our processes and procedures designed to ensure currency of the content and
appropriateness of the evaluation protocols, there are some definite strengths, but also some areas that
could be improved upon. In the next several months ASU will:
● Have a site visit by the Colorado Department of Higher Education and an external consultant
on March 34 to review current policies and procedures.
● Contract with distance learning experts to review distance policies and procedures (completed
in the next 69 months). Reference 
Appendix 18
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● Establish an overarching program review process for Extended Studies programs to have an
external review of ES policies and procedures every 3 years.
Related Appendices:
Appendix 15:Syllabus: TEED 589 From the Classroom to the Web
Appendix 18:Consultation Proposal
Appendix 19:ASU Policy 1000801: New Course Approval and Course Change
Appendix 20:ASU Extended Studies Course Initiation Form
Appendix 21:ASU Extended Studies Course Development Guidelines and Course Templates
Appendix 22:ASU Extended Studies/AITC Quality Assurance Checklist
Appendix 23:ASU Extended Studies Course Approval Flowchart
Appendix 24
: ASU Policy 1000805: Curriculum: Program Reviews
Appendix 25:ASU Curriculum Review Committee Program Review Guidelines
Appendix 26:ASU Policy 1000902: Degree Requirements: Number of Credit Hours BA/BS
Degrees
Appendix 27
: ASU Policy 1000512: Hybrid and Online Course Credit Hour Assignment
Appendix 28:Colorado FTE Reporting Guidelines and Procedures
_________________________________________________________________________________

“The report should also provide evidence of the institution’s practices related
to:.....a review of the quality of the online and correspondence courses and how
they align with the University’s policies related to transfer of credits and
articulation with other institutions.”
Transferability of ASU courses to other Institutions
Adams State has no direct way of knowing whether other institutions of higher education accept
transfer credit for courses taken at ASU. Each institution makes that determination for itself on a
casebycase basis. However, ASU prides itself on the quality of our courses, and we go to great
lengths to ensure they are of appropriate quality and rigor. We know many institutions do accept ASU
credit, because we regularly receive good standing letters indicating the student's eligibility at their
home institution to accept ASU credit. 
Appendix 29
provides specific letters of evidence demonstrating
the acceptance of Adams State online and correspondencebased courses to other institutions of higher
education. Students often contact ASU for assistance with transferring credit to their home institution.
As evident in the ASU Extended Studies FAQ webpage, 
Appendix 12,
students are provided guidance
on the process to seek transfer approval at their home institution. In addition, ASU clearly states that
the final decision on transfer credit is the responsibility of the institution accepting the credit. As a
final measure, it is recommended the student seek written approval and permission from their home
institution for transfer consideration prior to enrolling in ASU courses. ASU is transparent in providing
course descriptions through the website and regularly provides copies of syllabi and course information
when requested. This information is regularly communicated to students through phone, email, and in
facetoface settings. ASU staff is regularly trained to provide consistent responses to students who
inquire regarding transfer of credit from ASU to their home institution.

gT Pathways & Transferability of Courses.
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One means of ensuring ASU’s courses meet the standards necessary to transfer to other institutions is
participation in the statewide program that guarantees transfer of general education courses within
Colorado. Adams State University participates in the State of Colorado’s Guaranteed Transfer program
for general education, gT Pathways. This ensures that all approved ASU courses must be accepted at
all other Colorado institutions of higher education.
gT pathways includes 31 credits of general education coursework in Communications, Arts &
Humanities, Social & Behavioral Sciences, History, Science and Mathematics. Adams State’s own
general education curriculum includes all the gT Pathways requirements, plus 6 additional credits in
Arts & Humanities and Social & Behavioral Sciences or History. All ASU’s general education courses
have been approved for gT Pathways. Approval first requires approval at the campus level through the
General Education Coordinating Committee (GECC), a committee comprised of tenured and tenure
track faculty. After campus approval, courses are submitted for state approval, which constitutes
review by a statewide committee of faculty from twoyear and fouryear schools. . Courses must meet
stateestablished criteria for general education competencies, as well as content requirements.
Please reference 
Appendix 30
and 
Appendix 31
for the gT Pathways content criteria and expected
competency criteria that the Colorado Department of Higher Education uses to determine if a particular
courses qualifies for gT Pathways status.
ASU also participates in Statewide Transfer Articulation Agreements. STAA are agreements among
Colorado community colleges and universities. These agreements allow a student to graduate from a
community college with a 60credit Associate of Arts (A.A.) or Associate of Science (A.S.) degree
with designation, such as an Associate of Arts in Business; enroll with junior status at a university; and
complete the bachelor’s degree in no more than an additional 60 credits (for a total of 120 credits).
STAA’s are comprised primarily of the gT Pathways curriculum, plus a prescribed set of courses that
apply to the major. By fall of 2014, ASU had transitioned all of its transfer agreements within the state
to Statewide Articulation Agreements. These include STAA’s for the following degrees and are
referenced in 
Appendix 32
:
Biology
Business
Economics
Early Childhood Education
Elementary Teacher Education
English
Geography
Geology
History
Mathematics
Music
Political Science
Psychology
Sociology
Spanish
Studio Art
Theatre
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ASU’s efforts to align its general education curriculum with state expectations, and its
participation in the STAA’s, ensures that ASU general education courses, including the general
education Math and English courses questioned in the articles, are equivalent to those of other
institutions. The specific content and learning outcomes in the courses are probably not identical
to the content and learning outcomes of courses at other institutions, but the rigor and
expectations of the course are appropriate for the course level and discipline.
Related Appendices:
Appendix 12:ASU Extended Studies FAQ
Appendix 29
: Good Standing Transfer Letters
Appendix 30:gT Pathways Content Criteria
Appendix 31:gT Pathways Competency Criteria
Appendix 32
: Statewide Articulation Agreements Specific to Adams State University
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_______________________________________________________________________________

“Finally, include in the report information about any other inquiries or
investigations being conducted by the state or any entity related to these
particular courses, handling of student athletes or related matters.”
Appendix 7
details the status of inquiries or investigations being conducted by the state or any entity
related to these particular courses. As a point of clarification, ASU is not currently under investigation
by the NCAA, but rather, is cooperating with the NCAA as they identify specific information needed
for their investigation of NCAA studentathletes. Reference an email exchange with an NCAA
representative in 
Appendix 33
.
Related Appendices:
Appendix 7:Dr. Svaldi Letter Dated February 5, 2015
Appendix 33:NCAA Email Exchange

