
“Thank you! & yeah this technology is too much for me to handle! Ps. I'm sure you've been 
hearing this a lot but I'm sorry to hear the news with ASU. What a bummer. Good luck with 
everything.  … I can't even began to tell you how much of an impact you made on my years in 
college. It may have not been direct but through teaching others how to do video stuff I have 
learned as well! You do a lot of great things for the community so thank you”  - Bella Whitten, 
former student

“Hello, my name is Kelly.  I graduated from Adams State University last year, May of 2014.  I 
majored in English with an emphasis in Mass Communications and I studied most of the 
aspects of film under Professor Ledonne.  What I value so much about Danny is just that he is a
regular, relatable guy.  If I would’ve been taught by some big fancy Hollywood filmmaker, I 
would’ve just been like, “yeah no, I’m out.”  I think it’s really important for a student to be able to 
relate to their professor.

In communications especially, you have to know people to be intertwined in the business.  I 
didn’t know anybody and to this day don’t know anybody, my parents barely know anything 
about computers.  So it was cool to have a professor who built a name for himself and was good
at what he did.  It should you like, “hey you could do that too” and ironically, I am doing that as 
well.  I know every weekend I’m on set, I work for four different companies making promos, 
commercials, highlight reels, music videos, whatever I’ve done it.   And I just value so much that
Danny Ledonne set a perfect example of what students can become if they really try.

So I just value that so much and he brings so much to the table.  He knows his crap, he’s good 
at it, he’s really helpful.  He’ll work with you anytime of the day.  He’ll txt you.  To this day, after 
graduating, I still txt him questions and he takes time out of his day to still answer me even 
though I’m long gone.  It’s just really cool.  I don’t know many professors who do that so the fact 
that he’s just a regular guy, you can relate to him, he knows stuff, he’s good at it, and he’s 
helpful… what more could you ask for?  So that’s why I definitely think Professor Ledonne 
towers above the rest of them.  He’s just super cool.”

 - Kelly Hillick, former student
(video online at: https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3_G4wW37Pz7aExwYi1zOGNaU1E )

“I hope freedom of speech is still considered a freedom. If not I am in trouble. I work at Adams State 
University in Alamosa, Colorado. What has been going on between ASU and Danny Ledonne is 
ridiculous. My personal opinion is that Danny is not a threat to the ASU campus. The only interaction
I have personally had with him is one when I was angry and he was a person of reason. I was 
excited about a new president and Dr. McClure, despite those I respected having reservations. My 
opinion now has changed. BIG MISTAKE!”   - Dodie Day, Administrative Assistant
“To whom it may concern,

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B3_G4wW37Pz7aExwYi1zOGNaU1E


I have had the immense pleasure of getting to study under the teachings of Mr. Danny Ledonne at 
Adams State University. I must say, his classes were of the few I truly enjoyed attending. I even took
a summer course, Digital Film Making, and loved every minute of the in class and out of class 
activity. Mr. Ledonne had highly credible sources come in as guest speakers which were always 
enlightening and incredibly knowledgeable in my field of choosing, film. I would also like to note that 
without Mr. Ledonne, Adams State would not have had any sort of film department/equipment for the
eager to learn students to work with. I am incredibly thankful to him for giving me the opportunity for 
some serious hands-on learning. When I reflect on my courses I took with Mr. Ledonne, I realize that
he truly had a perfect balance of teaching while also letting the students have a say in their 
creations. He allowed us to speak out and blaze our own trail, and when we failed, he was there to 
help glue the pieces back together. I could not have asked for a more thrilling and engaging 
opportunity to spread my wings as a young film artist, and thanks to Mr. Ledonne I now feel more 
confident facing the world of Hollywood, which says a lot considering I moved to Los Angeles from 
small town Colorado. Mr. Ledonne   aided in putting my big dream future in motion. He is an 
educator who genuinely cares about the well being of his students and truly roots for their success. 
He taught me lessons I will never forget, and I am continuously impacted by his teachings everyday 
in my post collegiate career.”   -  Katie Ann Fuleki, former student

“I met Danny Ledonne at Adams State University by seeing him at events around campus. I 
worked as a photographer for the school capturing current events and publicity for the 
communications department. Danny was always a very involved teacher. In fact, he was 
probably one of the most involved teachers at Adams State University. I got to know him by 
getting to events early and just chatting away about technical stuff involving photography and 
videography or even as simple as talking about shoes.

I remember hearing stories about Danny from students about how awesome of a teacher he 
was. I finally took one of his classes my final semester of school. I had no previous desire to 
ever take a communications class, let alone one in film. I learned a ton about the world and 
different approaches to video production. I had no idea about experimental films or some of the 
big movements in the world of films. Danny’s approach to teaching was extremely hands on. 
There was no reading or memorizing nonsense words or phrases from a book. No, we got to 
learn by watching and creating on our own. Now, I wish more college classes were structured 
like the ones that he taught. The class taught me how to work in a team and how to stay patent 
with other people’s schedule and ideas. I learned how much time and dedication it takes to plan,
record, and edit a film as short as one in a half minutes. Not this class, but Danny in particular 
sparked more interest for me in videography. I can see myself working and being successful in 
making short video series all because of Danny Ledonne. I can proudly say that I have video 
production and editing experience using Adobe Premiere on my resume because of his class.



He has always been there for me and other students. If I have any kind of questions at all, 
regarding topics ranging from networking, to copyrights, to even asking for personal advise he is
one of the only people that can give a very educated and honest opinion or answer. Danny 
Ledonne has really become a great professional friend of mine and I really hope to see him 
succeed at influencing more students like he has done for me.”  - Kellicia Morse, former student

“Throughout my four years in college at Adams State University, I had Danny Ledonne as a 
professor many times. I had the opportunity to be able to take most of the classes Danny 
offered. The amount of time Danny and I spend together was always extremely educational. I 
learned the skill set that I have today from Danny’s courses and will take them with me 
everywhere I go. I have also had the opportunity to use him as a professional reference.

When he would teach, he was always patient and wanted students to learn. If someone didn’t 
understand something he would slow down and repeat what he had to with no hesitation. One 
thing that I loved about Danny’s courses was that they were all different in some way. Ranging 
from social media where you had a textbook, to music video production where YouTube would 
be very helpful.

Another thing that kept me on my toes during his courses was that he would have a final 
assignment to create something of your own but similar to what we had learned that semester 
like a documentary, music video, group presentation, speech, paper. It was a final but was 
made to be creative and have fun with as well. Overall I had a great experience when Danny 
was my professor. If he was still at Adams he would have continued to do what he loved and 
could have made other students have a wonderful experience as I did.”   - Christina Vargas, 
former student

“To whom it may concern,
My name is Alexandra Rivera and I was a student of Danny Ledonne’s. When I first switched 
majors I was not sure on what I wanted to do in the field. However one semester I thought I 
would try the digital filmmaking class which was taught by Danny Ledonne, and i really enjoyed 
it. Finally I found what I wanted to do. Danny Ledonne was a great professor and one of the 
best professors I have ever had. I really enjoyed his classes. He inspired me to make films, 
along with teaching me the skills I needed, as well as taught me tips and tricks to make my films
better. Danny Ledonne connected with all his students and always encouraged his students to 
excel in their studies.

Thank you,
Alexandra Rivera, former student



“Danny Ledonne is one of the most kind, generous, and hardworking people I have ever had the
privilege of knowing. This doesn't include any of the time I spent with him in a class. In class he 
goes above and beyond what is expected of him. Not only does he exhibit all of those qualities I 
mentioned above but he goes way further than that. In my 3 months in his class I developed a 
love for film that I had no idea I had. He spent many times after class helping the students with 
any and every problems they had, even talking about things not related to the projects. He is a 
very caring individual and it saddens me to see the way he has been treated.”   - Alicia Kahre, 
former student

“To whom it may concern: I have had nothing but good experiences with Danny LeDonne. He 
has been a great  support for me at Adams State University. He is someone that I would go to 
for advice, and from  I have seen a great support to students. He is truly missed.”  - Meagan 
Smith, Assistant to VP of Finance and Gov. Relations

“I started working at Adams State University February 2011 - a little before Danny started here.  
I had occasional interactions with Mr. Ledonne throughout the years that were always positive, 
professional, and respectful.  I was concerned about one of Danny's students last summer (May
2015) and reached out to him directly to express my concern.  I remember feeling grateful after 
our conversation because my concern was not dismissed, it was handled with the utmost 
professionalism and confidentiality.  He even provided me an update on the student - which was
going above and beyond in my opinion.  I had no idea what Danny had been going through with 
ASU administration at that point.  He never spoke ill of any of his colleagues and/or supervisors.
I remember hearing about Danny not returning as faculty for the Fall 2015 semester and being 
shocked and disappointed.  Any student I had ever talked to about Danny (or one of his classes,
or his film festival) had nothing but admiration and praise for him.  I speak with 10-20 students 
daily in my role with Adams State University and it was very obvious that Danny was loved and 
respected by the students.  I know the student he helped me with had nothing but praise and 
admiration for him.  He earned a good grade in Danny's class and it did wonders for his self-
esteem and helped him return to ASU in the fall.  Danny shared Watching Adams with me when
he went public with it and my exact reaction was, "I'm shocked (about some of the information I 
read on Watching Adams)!  I'm so glad that you are rattling cages and making a difference!  
Please let me know how I can support you!"

I have now had multiple interactions with Danny on both a professional and personal level.  I 
have never and would never consider Danny a threat.  As I said, in my role at ASU, I speak with
almost every student at least once in their time at Adams State and multiple students on a daily 
basis.  I was concerned about a student once that "made numerous members of the faculty and 
staff uncomfortable by his actions, words, and behaviors."  This student would come talk to me, 
sometimes multiple times in the same day, and made me extremely uncomfortable and always 
seemed to be "under the influence" of some kind of narcotic or alcohol.   I reported him to ASU 
police every time he came and this student was given plenty of notice/chances before he was 



eventually "banned" from campus.  His "ban" didn't come until after he was wanted on an 
outstanding warrant.  This individual was actually arrested BEFORE he was 'banned."  I 
considered this individual to be a great threat to my safety and the safety of my staff and 
students.  I felt extremely uncomfortable in his presence.  I find it incredibly disgusting that he 
was given more due process before he was "banned" from ASU than a respected faculty 
member.

Danny has my full support and as a female employee at Adams State - I have never felt 
threatened or uncomfortable by his actions, words, or behaviors.”

Daisy Valdez
One Stop Student Services Coordinator
February 19, 2016

“I have lived in the San Luis Valley for 30 years. One of the most important and beautiful things 
of my experience here is the comfort of friendly faces. Here, it’s common to know someone for a
very long time without really knowing the person, the relationship rooted in the familiar places of 
a community. My friendship with Danny Ledonne started simply this way. We shared a respect 
for our San Luis Valley space, events-film festivals, recitals, mutual friends, and community. As I
think about when I first met Danny, I realize I have known him as a comfortable face in my 
community, one always willing to smile and engage in good conversation. This is the 
background that made our working relationship and friendship at Adams State University 
natural. Danny and I were fast friends. We shared excitement about students, concerns about 
our positions as non-tenured faculty, and did what friends do, looked out for each other’s best 
interests. What I admire most about Danny is how brave he is when it comes to speaking up for 
truth and how willing he is to ask the difficult questions surrounding truth. Danny doesn’t speak 
these truths as an antagonist; I believe he speaks truth for growth and improvement for all 
invested people. Danny is a good person, someone who cares about the right things. I look 
forward to any opportunity to be with, work with Danny Ledonne.”

Respectfully,
Kathleen Chavez
Instructor, Adams State University
kathleenchavez@adams.edu
719-588-0076



To whom it may concern:

I have known Mr. Ledonne since my freshman year (Spring 2013) at Adams State University.  I 
have interacted with Mr. Ledonne multiple times and whenever he saw me on-campus, even 
after I was no longer in his class, he made it a point to say hi and find out how I was doing and 
how school was going for me.  Mr. Ledonne has always been incredibly nice to me and helpful 
whenever I needed his aid.  I can confidently say that Mr. Ledonne has a cheery disposition and
I have never once witnessed him in anger.  Mr. Ledonne is a wonderfully kind man and was a 
fantastic teacher!  If you would like to discuss my interactions with Mr. Ledonne further, or have 
any questions, please feel free to contact me (719) 480-9740 or by email at 
kayleen.po@gmail.com.

Sincerely,
Kayleen Peretto-Ortega
Adams State University Junior

“Danny Ledonne was my professor at Adams State University and mentor while I interned for 
the Southern Colorado film festival. As a professor, he always made sure that we understood 
concepts while relating to the world we know today. When I was interning for the film festival, he
was the most caring and understanding when I needed help and accommodating due to 
physical limitations. He always asked how my therapy was going and if so needed any other 
accommodations.  I had been in a car accident and couldn't move as easily. He made sure I 
was accommodated but still learning. I was astounded how willing he was to help me obtain the 
same education as the other students despite my limitations.

It was great seeing a professor share his passion for film with other students. I believe the extra 
passion he had to go the extra mile made the difference for me in school. It made me value 
what goes on behind the scenes and all the hard work that goes into making a few seconds.  To
this day, my knowledge and appreciation for film is all due to Professor Ledonne. Professor 
Ledonne was an excellent professor and excelled at teaching what he knows best. His passion 
is what captivated my mind to see film in a different lens.”   - Cinthya Luna, former student

“Danny Ledonne has been a presence at Adams State since I started my freshman year there in
2011. Danny has always been involved with the college, creating video presentations for them 
for a variety of occasions, often interviewing students. I have been involved in a few of these 
videos that Danny has made for both the Earth Sciences department, and the Porter Scholars 
program. He never asked uncomfortable or inappropriate questions, and I always felt he asked 
questions that put Adams States best foot forward. I also spent two weeks with Danny while he 
videotaped our trip to Australia, and I always felt safe and enjoyed Danny's company throughout
the trip. Danny has always been a person I look forward to interacting with at Adams State. He's
always kind, always interesting to speak to, and always ready to give his opinion on what is 
going on the world. He's a good guy, and someone I consider a friend.”  - Tavia Carlson, former 
student


